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to move this important legislation 
along. Also, special thanks to your 
staff and committee staff on both sides 
that have been helpful in moving this 
legislation. On behalf of myself and the 
citizens the Third District in Missouri, 
I want to thank them all. 

This bill, H.R. 1129, means a great 
deal to the congressional district I rep-
resent in Lemay, St. Louis County, 
Missouri. It will allow the construc-
tion, maintenance and operation of a 
road to a community in South St. 
Louis County hard hit by the great 
flood of 1993. This Lemay Connector 
Road, as it is called, is vital to the 
long-term recovery of that community. 
It will bring badly needed jobs and tax 
revenues to the area, support the 
cleanup of brownfields sites, and create 
new parks and recreational opportuni-
ties. 

The transformation taking place in 
this area is the type communities 
dream about, turning environmentally 
contaminated idle property into hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in economic 
development, thousands of new jobs, 
and wonderful recreational opportuni-
ties alongside a national treasure, the 
Mississippi River. 

In 1993, Lemay, Missouri, just south 
of St. Louis, was hard hit by the flood 
of 1993. In the aftermath, Community 
Development Block Grant funds were 
used to acquire certain parcels of land 
which carried with them FEMA deed 
restrictions. St. Louis County has 
since acquired the land, but deed re-
strictions still apply. 

Years ago, this area was home to 
businesses providing thousands of jobs 
for this community. Unfortunately, by- 
products heavily polluted the area, and 
since the closure of businesses, four 
specific sites, including the former Na-
tional Lead Site, which closed in 1978, 
the Carondolet Coke site, which closed 
in 1992, the Stupp Brothers site, which 
closed in 1998, and the National Imag-
ing and Mapping Agency site, closed in 
1994, have since been designated as 
brownfields. Thankfully, clean up and 
redevelopment of the land will come to 
fruition as the Lemay connector road 
is built. 

Since 1993, the Federal Government 
has invested more than $33 million in 
South St. Louis City and County re-
gion for the purpose of revitalizing 
these communities. In addition, the 
State and local community have come 
together to plan the redevelopment of 
this area. Plans include new busi-
nesses, which will generate thousands 
of new jobs, a bandshell, ice skating 
rink, bowling alley, multi-screen movie 
complex, a new county park with soc-
cer and baseball fields. The proposed 
Lemay connector road will provide ac-
cess to all this, the four abandoned 
brownfield sites, and complete the link 
to the Great Rivers Greenway regional 
ring of trails. 

In 2003, the Missouri Department of 
Transportation conducted a federally 
funded survey with regard to the area 
and decided it was one of the top prior-
ities for the region. 

b 1645 
The planned road is authorized by 

this legislation and has been identified 
by means of an environmental assess-
ment as the environmentally preferred 
route. 

The road is considered safe by the 
Missouri Department of Transpor-
tation, has been endorsed by its offi-
cials, and also the local police and fire 
departments, because it will enable 
city and county to reduce first re-
sponder times. Most importantly, the 
planned road has the unwavering sup-
port of community leaders. 

In addition to the public access bene-
fits already stated, the road will in-
clude dedicated bicycle paths and side-
walks, and provide improved access to 
schools, community institutions and 
parks, and I want to name a few in the 
area: Hancock Place School District, 
Notre Dame High School, Metropolitan 
Sewer District, St. Louis Enterprise 
Center in South County, Lemay Child 
and Family Center, Jefferson Barracks 
National Cemetery, and a park and 
planned military history complex. In 
addition, park areas include the Black 
Forest Park, Lemay Park, and the 
Great Rivers regional system of inter-
connected parks and trails. 

The bill costs the Federal Govern-
ment nothing. The cost of the road will 
be incurred by the county in coopera-
tion with local developers. This legisla-
tion has broad bipartisan support in 
Missouri and here in the Congress 
among our congressional delegation, 
including my Missouri colleague on the 
Transportation Committee, Mr. 
GRAVES. The legislation specifically 
authorizes the Lemay connective road 
to be built over deed-restricted parcels 
of land. 

In an attempt to avoid the same dis-
astrous consequences of the flood of 
1993, the bill requires the county to 
take appropriate flood mitigation ef-
forts upon constructing the road. It is 
the intent of Congress that prior to 
constructing the road, adjacent or 
nearby land of approximately equal 
size and value of the easement nec-
essary to build the road, about 0.3 
acres, will be designated for open 
space, recreational use, or wetlands 
management. 

Finally, consistent with existing law, 
the Federal Government will not be 
liable for any flooding caused by the 
construction, maintenance and oper-
ation of the road. 

My colleagues, this is a good bill that 
will have remarkably positive impacts 
on the Lemay community in Missouri. 
I urge your support and passage of H.R. 
1129. 

I want to conclude by giving special 
thanks to our St. Louis County execu-
tive, Charlie Dooley, and his staff in 
St. Louis County, and all those work-
ing with the county for their impres-
sive work on this project. 

I can’t wait to travel on the new 
Lemay connector road, to take a tour 
of the newly opened businesses, com-
munity center, and take a bike ride 
along the Great Rivers Greenway. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I cer-
tainly look forward to doing a bike ride 
along that area, if it is a long enough 
road, and look forward to the project 
moving forward with the construction 
of this road and the development and 
the investment and the job creation 
that the gentleman has cited. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1129. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ST. JOSEPH MEMORIAL HALL 
CONVEYANCE ACT 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 494) to provide for the conditional 
conveyance of any interest retained by 
the United States in St. Joseph Memo-
rial Hall in St. Joseph, Michigan, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H.R. 494 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. CONVEYANCE OF RETAINED INTER-

EST IN ST. JOSEPH MEMORIAL HALL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the terms and 

conditions of subsection (c), the Adminis-
trator of General Services shall convey to 
the city of St. Joseph, Michigan, by quit-
claim deed, any interest retained by the 
United States in St. Joseph Memorial Hall. 

(b) ST. JOSEPH MEMORIAL HALL DEFINED.— 
In this section, the term ‘‘St. Joseph Memo-
rial Hall’’ means the property subject to a 
conveyance from the Secretary of Commerce 
to the city of St. Joseph, Michigan, by quit-
claim deed dated May 9, 1936, recorded in 
Liber 310, at page 404, in the Register of 
Deeds for Berrien County, Michigan. 

(c) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—The convey-
ance under subsection (a) shall be subject to 
the following terms and conditions: 

(1) CONSIDERATION.—As consideration for 
the conveyance under subsection (a), the city 
of St. Joseph, Michigan, shall pay $10,000 to 
the United States. 

(2) ADDITIONAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS.— 
The Administrator may require such addi-
tional terms and conditions for the convey-
ance under subsection (a) as the Adminis-
trator considers appropriate to protect the 
interests of the United States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) and the gen-
tleman from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Minnesota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks on the 
bill, H.R. 494. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
This bill authorizes conditional con-

veyance of any interest retained by the 
United States in St. Joseph Memorial 
Hall in St. Joseph, Michigan, to the 
city of St. Joseph, Michigan. In the 
109th Congress, an identical bill was in-
troduced, moved through committee, 
and passed the House as H.R. 4700. Un-
fortunately, no action was taken on 
that bill by the other body. 

The bill would complete a land trans-
fer between the Federal Government 
and the city of St. Joseph, Michigan, 
that is very long standing. It goes back 
to 1935. The city in that year received 
a nonhistoric building and property 
with a restriction limiting use of the 
property to a public park. In 1954, the 
public use restriction was lifted on the 
parcel just north of the building 
through Public Act 348. 

H.R. 494, the bill presently before us 
and its predecessor in the last Con-
gress, conveys to the city of St. Joseph 
any interest in St. Joseph Hall that is 
retained by the United States. This 
legislation has the effect of removing 
the restriction requiring use of the 
property for a park. 

City officials have asked for this 
transfer in order to permit the city to 
complete a redevelopment plan for the 
downtown that would utilize this par-
cel of land and the building. The city is 
further prepared to pay $10,000 to the 
General Services Administration for 
the transfer. 

This legislation has been advocated 
by the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
UPTON) who has been very persevering 
in pursuit of this legislation. I have 
come to know the gentleman from 
Michigan very well personally through 
our work on Great Lakes issues and on 
the U.S.-Canada Interparliamentary 
Group in which we have both partici-
pated. He is very earnest about this 
project, and has been a very effective 
advocate for it. I am hopeful that with 
our action again in this body that we 
will be able to persuade the other body 
to move forthwith on the legislation 
and get it enacted. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the bill before us, intro-
duced by the gentleman from Michigan 
(Mr. UPTON) on January 16, 2007, con-
veys the final interest retained by the 
United States in St. Joseph Memorial 
Hall in St. Joseph, Michigan. 

St. Joseph, Michigan, is in the proc-
ess of redeveloping an area of town 
that will link downtown with the beau-
tiful lakefront district. Removing the 
deed restriction will allow St. Joseph 
to create a recreational, educational, 
and cultural district that benefits the 
entire community. 

This redevelopment will make the 
city a more attractive place to work, 

live and play while improving the local 
economy. 

H.R. 494 will allow St. Joseph Memo-
rial Hall to be incorporated into these 
redevelopment plans. Under the cur-
rent restriction, redevelopment of the 
area may be impeded by a deed restric-
tion placed on the property by the Fed-
eral Government more than 70 years 
ago. The deed restriction on Memorial 
Hall has remained despite the fact that 
similar deed restrictions in the city 
have been lifted. If not lifted, limita-
tions on this tiny parcel of land located 
in the center of the redevelopment will 
significantly jeopardize the city’s plan. 

The bill before us is a commonsense 
solution that will allow the city of St. 
Joseph to proceed with redevelopment. 
In the 109th Congress, the House recog-
nized this as a sensible, simple solution 
and passed the same language in H.R. 
4700. I support this measure, and I urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. 
OBERSTAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 494, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF AMERICAN HEART 
MONTH 
Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I move 

to suspend the rules and agree to the 
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 52) 
supporting the goals and ideals of 
American Heart Month. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 52 

Whereas heart disease affects adult men 
and women of every age and race in the 
United States; 

Whereas heart disease continues to be the 
leading cause of death in the United States; 

Whereas an estimated 79 million adult 
Americans, nearly one in every 3, have 1 or 
more types of heart disease, including high 
blood pressure, coronary heart disease, con-
gestive heart failure, stroke, and congenital 
heart defects; 

Whereas extensive clinical and statistical 
studies have identified major and contrib-
uting factors that increase the risk of heart 
disease; 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as major risk factors that cannot 
be changed: age (the risk of developing heart 
disease gradually increases as people age; ad-
vanced age significantly increases the risk); 
gender (men have greater risk of developing 
heart disease than women); and heredity 
(children of parents with heart disease are 
more likely to develop it themselves; African 
Americans have more severe high blood pres-
sure than Caucasians and therefore are at 
higher risk; the risk is also higher among 
Latina Americans, some Asian Americans, 
and Native Americans and other indigenous 
populations); 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as major risk factors that Ameri-
cans can modify, treat or control by chang-
ing their lifestyle or seeking appropriate 
medical treatment: high blood pressure, high 
blood cholesterol, smoking tobacco products 
and exposure to tobacco smoke, physical in-
activity, obesity, and diabetes mellitus; 

Whereas these studies have identified the 
following as contributing risk factors that 
Americans can also take action to modify, 
treat or control by changing their lifestyle 
or seeking appropriate medical treatment: 
individual response to stress, excessive con-
sumption of alcoholic beverages, use of cer-
tain illegal drugs, and hormone replacement 
therapy; 

Whereas more than 72 million adult Ameri-
cans have high blood pressure; 

Whereas more than 36.6 million Americans 
have cholesterol levels of 240 mg/dL or high-
er, the level at which it becomes a major 
risk factor; 

Whereas an estimated 46 million Ameri-
cans put themselves at risk for heart disease 
every day by smoking cigarettes; 

Whereas data released by the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention shows that 
more than 60 percent of American adults do 
not get enough physical activity, and more 
than 25 percent are not physically active at 
all; 

Whereas 66 percent of adult Americans are 
overweight or obese; 

Whereas 20 million adult Americans have 
diabetes and 65 percent of those so afflicted 
will die of some form of heart disease; 

Whereas the American Heart Association 
projects that in 2007 1.2 million Americans 
will have a first or recurrent heart attack 
and 452,000 of these people will die as a re-
sult; 

Whereas in 2007 approximately 700,000 
Americans will suffer a new or recurrent 
stroke and 150,000 of these people will die as 
a result; 

Whereas advances in medical research have 
significantly improved our capacity to fight 
heart disease by providing greater knowledge 
about its causes, innovative diagnostic tools 
to detect the disease, and new and improved 
treatments that help people survive and re-
cover from this disease; 

Whereas the Congress by Joint Resolution 
approved on December 30, 1963, (77 Stat. 843; 
36 U.S.C. 101) has requested that the Presi-
dent issue an annual proclamation desig-
nating February as ‘‘American Heart 
Month’’; and 

Whereas every year since 1964 the Presi-
dent has issued a proclamation designating 
the month February as ‘‘American Heart 
Month’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the Congress— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Amer-
ican Heart Month; 

(2) invites the chief executive officers of 
the States, territories, and possessions of the 
United States to issue proclamations desig-
nating American Heart Month and recog-
nizing the goals and ideals of American 
Heart Month; 

(3) commends the efforts of States, terri-
tories and possessions of the United States, 
localities, non-profit organizations, busi-
nesses, and other entities, and the people of 
the United States who support the goals and 
ideals of American Heart Month; 

(4) recognizes and reaffirms our Nation’s 
commitment to fighting heart disease by 
promoting awareness about its causes, risks, 
and prevention and by promoting new edu-
cation programs, supporting research, and 
expanding access to medical treatment; 

(5) recognizes all Americans battling heart 
disease, expresses gratitude to their family 
members and friends who are a source of love 
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